CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART               S7
These men toward the postern hied
Which opens on Palermo's side.
Where he assailed them, and I know
Not how many of them laid low.
The host was roused, and all took horse,
Since they had been assailed in force
By Longobards most outrageous
And angry Greeks perfidious.                                                740
BUT THE   ENGLISH   ATTACK  VALIANTLY   BY   LAND
But ours were men of tried renown,
Who had invested many a town:
They were Normans and Poitevins,
Gascons, Manceaux, and Angevins,
While of those who from England came
Were more than one could tell or name.
So they attack them, bold and stout,
When on the wall they spy them out.
And all around the town they ride,
Until they make their way inside.                                          750
The townsfolk shoot, and missiles throw,
And do great harm to those below.
With shafts, from bow and cross-bow shot,
Which they had ready, fierce they fought,
Hurled stones and rocks down from the wall,
And did our men great harm withal.
Arrows and bolts flew thick as rain,
Doing our pilgrims hurt and pain.
Three of our knights were struck with mortal
Wounds, as they entered through a portal.                             760
And Peter Tireproie 50 was one
Whose body they cast dead upon
The road, Maheu de Saugoi, too,
50 Peter Tireproie, Maheu de Saucoi, and Ralph de Rovrol are not known beyond
this reference to their death. Rovrai was in Normandy near Neufchatel, and an
Osbert de Rovrai and a John de Rovrai appear in the Gmllaume le Marechal
(11. 7616, 19153, and Meyer's note, III, 90). G. Paris (pp. xi-xii) says that Maheu
came from LaManche and Ralph from the Eure.